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S-4)2Facial2paedomorphosis2in2human2evolution:
A2test2of2three2hypotheses
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Three hypotheses were proposed for the apparent co-evolution of underdevelopment in
both human facial morphology and mating preferences. Facial underdevelopment may
have stimulated altruistic behaviour and inhibited aggression in the ancestral environment
(Hypothesis 1).  Alternatively, underdevelopment may have mimicked facial cues
associated with youth and fertility (Hypothesis 2), or may have been a necessary antecedent
to brain expansion and human cognition (Hypothesis 3). Two experiments were designed
to further investigate the juvenilization preference and how it might vary as a function of
context, mating strategy, and sex. Results indicated that the preference for juvenilized
features was stronger (a) in a mating context, (b) for male judges evaluating female targets,
and (c) for short-term mating. Results were most supportive of hypothesis 2, but partial
support was also found for hypothesis 3.
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