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THE EVOLUTION OF SEXISM
Ruth Mace University College London

ABSTRACT

I shall discuss the role of men and the status of women in a range of traditional
societies, and examine the extent to which women rely on men for subsistence. I will use
approaches from the three schools of thought in human evolutionary studies: behavioural or
evolutionary ecology, evolutionary psychology and cultural evolution. Taking the example of
matrilineal and patrilineal systems in Africa I shall examine the extent to which can view
cultural changes in the sex biases and the status of women as adaptations to the environment.
I shall argue that it is the study of cultural diversity, rather than the search for human

universals, that will help us to understand the evolution of culture.

Mace



Donald E. Brown

DIFFERENTIAL PARENTAL INVESTMENT TOWARDS SONS AND DAUGHTERS:
UNIVERSAL PATTERNS AND A CASE STUDY IN JAPAN
Mariko Hiraiwa- Hasegawa
(School of Political and Economic Science, Waseda University)

When a society discriminates women against men in various aspects of their social life,
parents often, consciously or subconsciously, discriminate daughters against sons. Female-
biased infanticide is one of the extreme cases, but usually it shows as the excess-female
mortality resulting from neglect. This has been demonstrated in Rahjiput families in historical
India, and in current Pakistan, Bangladesh, Egypt, and other societies. There is no evidence of
excess-female mortality in current Japanese societies but it was evident during the period
from about 1900 to 1935. I will summarize the patterns of differential parental investment
towards sons and daughters published so far and will describe in detail the excess-female

mortality in pre-war time Japan.



HUMAN UNIVERSALS AND HUMAN CULTURE
Donald E. Brown (UC Santa Barbara)

ABSTRACT

Human universals are those features of society, culture, language, behavior, and
psyche that, so far as the record has been examined, are found among all peoples. In addition
to the phenomenal realms in which they occur (society, culture, etc.), human universals are
further distinguished by subject matter (music, government, artifacts, etc.); by formal
distinctions (e.g., some universals are absolute, some conditional, some only near universals);
and by such important distinctions as manifest or innate universals. The latter provide an

empirical- or working definition of human nature.

A relatively small number of general processes account for most universals. Some
are ancient and very useful cultural traits that have spread to all of humanity. Others are
reflections in culture of features in the world that are of great importance or great obviousness
to humans. Others are features of the human mind, placed there in the course of human

evolution.

For all the variability of human cultures, they are profoundly shaped by human
universals, which give both structure and content to culture as well as motivate humans.
Tracing the links between human cultures and the universals that comprise human nature is

an important task for present-day research.

Brown 1969
Human
Universals. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1991.
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FAMILY CONFLICT AS A RESOURCE-ALLOCATION PROBLEM:
A LIFE-HISTORY PERSPECTIVE

Mariko Hiraiwa- Hasegawa
(School of Political and Economic Science, Waseda University)

The Frequency of homicide between family members is quite low compared to that
between unrelated adults. However, a family is a special type of human relationships tied
together by genetic relatedness and legal obligations. There are often several different kinds of
conflict between family members and it sometimes results in infanticide, siblicide, parricide,
and spousal killing. I investigated the patterns of family conflict in Japan as the resource-
allocation problem and their chronological changes in relation to the changes in social

situations surrounding family.
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